v. 2003.04.30

United States Congressional Executive Commission on China

Selected Legal Provisions of the
People’s Republic of China
Affecting the Free Flow of Information

The CECC has prepared the following list of PRC legal provisions as a resource
for those interested in how the PRC regulates freedom of expression. It is for
reference only, and the selection of legislation and the provisions thereof is not
intended to be comprehensive. Furthermore, although this document may be updated
from time-to-time, it may not reflect the most recent legislative developments in this
area.

This document includes notices from the Supreme People’s Court and national
laws and regulations formally enacted by legislative and administrative bodies at the
central government level. It does not include other legal and political documents that
also influence the free flow of information in the PRC, such as provincial and local
regulations and Chinese Communist Party orders.

Some of the documents in this list are not necessarily currently applicable, but
have been included because they illustrate the degree and manner of control PRC
authorities exercise over who can publish and what can be published (see, e.g., the
1987 “Strike Hard” notice).

Finally, this document includes primarily those provisions that can be used to
restrict a person’s right to write down and disseminate news and opinions (i.e.,
administrative prior restraints, defamation and national security law, and content based
restrictions). There is, however, also a significant body of PRC statutory and case law
that influences the ability of PRC citizens to freely express themselves, such as those
regulations on broadcasting, movies, intellectual property, freedom of assembly,
freedom of religion, access to information, and the printing industry.

This document currently provides only Chinese language text of the selected
provisions. It is intended that English translations will be provided in a future update.
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Government Organs of the People’s Republic of China
Engaged in the Regulation of Freedom of Expression

Name in English Abbreviation Name in Chinese
China Internet Network Information Center CNNIC H [ BN 2845 B e
China Securities Regulatory Commission CSRC RN B E MR N4
General Administration of Press and GAPP v EHT I H R
Publication
Ministry of Information Industry MII {5 B ek s
Ministry of Culture MOC AR
Ministry of Education MOE BEH
Ministry of Finance MOF I B
Ministry of Health MOH A
Ministry of Public Security MPS NEH
National People’s Congress NPC 2 ANRAER KNS
National People’s Congress Standing NPCSC ANRARFT RS TSEER LS
Committee
People’ Bank of China PBOC T ERARAT
State Administration for Industry and SAIC K LR
Commerce
State Administration of Radio, Film and SARFT T3 s HEAE R TR
Television
State Council SC % b
State Council Informatization Commission SCIC 45 iAs Bk T ARSI S /N4,
State Council Information Office SCIO 5 Bi BT [ Iy =
State Council Informatization Office SCITO % bifs B TAE A=
General Administration for Customs SCO e B8
State Council Working Office SCWO R Ir N T
State Drug Administration SDA F 2 I R
State Development and Planning SDPC KRBT 2
Commission
State Encryption Administration SEAC KEWEBRRAZIVAZE
Commission
Supreme People’s Court SPCT PN
State Secrecy Bureau SSB FARE )
Supreme People’s Procuraturate SPP I ey N IR 22 5t
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Measures for the Administration of Internet Access Service Business Establishments
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Measures for the Administration of the Imﬁgortation of Audio/Visual Materials
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Measures for the Administration of the Wholesale, Retail and Rental of Audio/Visual
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Measures for the Administration of Telecommunication Business Licenses
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Regulations on the Administration of Publishing
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